
Planning and Design in Ontario: 
Then and Now
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Today’s city

 
is not an accident. Its form is usually

unintentional, but it is not accidental. It is the 
product of decisions

 
made for single, separate 

purposes, whose interrelationships and side effects
have not been fully  considered. 

J. Barnett, An Introduction to Urban Design, Harper & Row, NY, 1982, p. 9



3

“Little thought was given to 

 
three‐dimensional urban form 

 
or to landscape architecture. 

Design emphasis was on well 

 
drained, easily maintained 

 
development with a maximum 

 
capacity for the free flow of 

 
vehicles.”

Max Bacon, Architect Planner, Plan 
Canada, Planning (?) in Ontario prior to 
1977, p. 115

before 1980 - 1989 1990 - 1999 2000 - 2009 2010 

in the early days

planning graffiti 
from the 
seventies

“The 

Good Life”
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Regent Park South advertising circa late 1950s

Looking outwards…unstructured sprawl Looking Inwards…Regent Park:  An 
Isolated Garden

Lawrence Avenue & Don Valley Parkway 1952 & 1972

19
52

19
72

post World War II

Source: skyscarpercity.com
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“What we want is to have urban 

 renewal

 

called off.  No 

 expropriation, no

 

demolition, no

 bargaining about prices; the city 

 [Toronto] should go away and 

 leave us alone….”

Genesis of public participation in the planning process

1960s - 1979

Trefann

 

Court Neighbourhood in 1968

1971 Provincial cancellation of Spadina

 

Expressway

Source: Ian M
acEachern

Land clearing south of Lawrence Ave. 

 

for the Spadina

 

Expressway
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St. Lawrence Neighbourhood, Toronto

1960s - 1979

Bloor West Village, first BIA, 1970

Peterborough Square, constructed 1975

Retail focus and emergence of urban design
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before 1980 - 1989 1990 - 1999 2000 - 2009 2010 

more of the same?

“We shape our 

 
environment and then 

 
it shapes us.”

An Introduction to Community 
Planning, Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs, 1988, p.3
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Guelph Eaton Centre, constructed 1984

Mississauga Civic Centre, winning entry 1982, constructed 1987

Erin Mills West, Mississauga (formerly Oakville)

Erin Mills Town Centre, Mississauga, constructed 1989

1980-1989

Prominence of 
malls and 
suburban cities
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before 1980 - 1989 1990 - 1999 2000 - 2009 2010 

liveability: making choices

“Places matter much more 

 
than either individual 

 
buildings or vehicular traffic.  

 
Yet, all over the world, our 

 
planning endeavours seem to 

 
concentrate almost 

 
exclusively on the latter 

 
considerations.”

‘Places’ matter most, Francis Tibbalds 
(1992) Chapter 1, Urban Design Reader, 
2007, Architectural Press, Matthew 
Carmona and Steve Tiesdell, p. 9
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Cornell Housing, Markham King Street West, Toronto

Distillery District, Toronto

1990-1999

New and old urbanism emerges

Cornell Plan, 1994
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before 1980 - 1989 1990 - 1999 2000 - 2009 2010 

advocacy: planning by design 

“Design is an interactive, 

 
imaginative process for 

 
creating something that has 

 
never existed before, such as 

 
sustainability.”

Positive Development, Janis Birkeland

 

Earthscan, 2008, p. XX

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/AssetFactory.aspx?did=4036
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City Centre Condo, King Street Kitchener

King Street  revitalization, Kitchener

McMaster Innovation Park Master Plan, 2009

2000-2009

Shops at Waterloo Town Square, 

 

Waterloo

Emphasis on intensification, 
walkability, and the public 
realm

McMaster Innovation Park, Hamilton
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Prince Arthur’s Landing Master Plan, Thunder Bay Windsor Riverfront

2000-2009

Waterfront revitalization

HTO Park and Wave Decks, Toronto waterfront
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before 1980 - 1989 1990 - 1999 2000 - 2009 2010 

“the importance of urban 

 
design in planning has been 

 
reaffirmed in the past 

 
decade….”

Emily Talen, Urban Design Reclaimed Tools, 

 

Techniques, and Strategies for Planners, 

 

American Planning Association Planners Press, 

 

2008, p. 3 

added urgency
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Ottawa LRT Hurdman

 

Station

2010 forward

Fixing “urban renewal,” revitalizing the suburbs, and improving mobility

Regent Park Revitalization, Toronto

Apartment Tower neighbourhood

 

in the Greater Golden Horseshoe

Mississauga Downtown 21 Master Plan

Downtown Markham
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before 1980 - 1989 1990 - 1999 2000 - 2009 2010 

over the years…

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/AssetFactory.aspx?did=4036


Planning and design principles translated

1970’s

1980’s

1990’s 2000’s
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